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Big headlines. Big questions.

What's happening with WordPress?

Is WordPress still a stable investment for publishers?

What innovations are available to publishers?

How is AI reshaping content production in WordPress?



WordPress in the News
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Automattic vs. WP Engine – The Legal Battle

Sept 2024: Matt Mullenweg calls WP Engine a "cancer"

Oct 2024: Cease and desist letters, trademark dispute revealed

Oct 2024: WP Engine files legal action

Dec 2024: WP Engine wins preliminary injunction

June 2025: Case returns to court

Nov 2026: Tentative trial date



Is WordPress Stable?
02



“What am I doing relaunching my
publishing business on
WordPress??”

—Me during the height of the WordPress drama in
October 2024



WordPress powers 43.4% of the web
— almost half the web runs on WordPress

WordPress has 61.7% CMS market share
— WordPress is a mature market leader



WordPress
powers global
news rooms



Top 10 companies
contributing to WordPress*

rtCamp — 21 people, 454 hours1.
Multidots — 17 people, 291 hours2.
GoDaddy — 46 people, 256 hours3.
Awesome Motive —19 people, 222 hours4.
10up — 20 people, 189 hours5.
Hostinger — 24 people, 158 hours6.
Yoast — 20 people, 157 hours7.
Elementor — 9 people, 125 hours8.
Rocket.net — 9 people, 120 hours9.
Google — 4 people, 114 hours10.

* By total hours per week



Automattic and WP Engine's businesses are built on
WordPress



Brand sentiment has been steady for 3
years at 80% positive

It dropped to 54% negative last October,
and has returned to 80% positive

WordPress sentiment is remarkably high



The Bottom Line

WordPress is the world's most popular CMS

Large-scale publishers depend on WordPress

WordPress is supported by a global community of contributors

Automattic vs WP Engine is about trademarks and

competition, not the platform itself

WordPress sentiment is remarkably high



Innovations for Publishers
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Hybrid vs Headless
websites



The Block Editor



The Block Editor



Newspack



AI & WordPress
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AI Plugins



Automattic acquired
WPAI



A platform that uses AI to automatically generate
audio versions of written content, essentially "giving
voice to the written word.”

Everlit
An AI-powered style guide that helps journalists by
answering writing and editing questions on Slack,
Microsoft Teams and Google Chrome

Stylebot

Newspack Innovations



ClassifAI



News reporting and fact checking
Editorial nuance
Building audience trust

AI isn't replacing journalism
anytime soon

Speeding up tedious and repetitive tasks
Moderating comments
Improving accessibility

AI isn't good at

AI is good at



The legal dispute between Automattic and WP
Engine has raised concerns, but at its core,
this is a business and trademark battle, not a
threat to WordPress itself

Final Thoughts

Hybrid website models, the Block Editor, and
publisher-focused solutions like Newspack are
making WordPress more flexible and powerful

WordPress is in the news WordPress remains stable

AI is here to stay

It Powers 43.4% of the web, with major
publishers like TIME, TechCrunch, and The
New York Times continuing to rely on it at
scale

WordPress is evolving
AI-powered tools can automate tedious tasks,
improve workflows, and give journalists more
time to focus on reporting.
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