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Big headlines. Big guestions.

e What's happening with WordPress?
e Is WordPress still a stable investment for publishers?
e What innovations are available to publishers?

e How is Al reshaping content production in WordPress?
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WordPress In the News



Automattic vs. WP Engine — The Legal Battle

B Sept 2024 Matt Mullenweg calls WP Engine a "cancer”

B Oct 2024:. Cease and desist letters, trademark dispute revealed
# Oct 2024: WP Engine files legal action

m Dec 2024: WP Engine wins preliminary injunction

B June 2025: Case returns to court

B Nov 2026: Tentative trial date
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|Is WordPress Stable?



“What am | doing relaunching my
publishing business on
WordPress??”

—NMe during the height of the WordPress drama in
October 2024



WordPress powers 43.4% of the web

— almost half the web runs on WordPress

WordPress has 61.7% CMS market share

— WordPress is a mature market leader
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Top 10 companies
contributing to WordPress*

1.rtCamp — 21 people, 454 hours
2.Multidots — 17 people, 291 hours
3.GoDaddy — 46 people, 256 hours

4. Awesome Motive —19 people, 222 hours

5.10up — 20 people, 189 hours

6.Hostinger — 24 people, 158 hours
7.Yoast — 20 people, 157 hours
8.Elementor — 9 people, 125 hours
9.Rocket.net — 9 people, 120 hours
10.Google — 4 people, 114 hours

* By total hours per week




Automattic and WP Engine's businesses are built on
WordPress

E:E WP eng]ne Products Why WP Engine ~ Enterprise Partners Pricing Resources Login o

@ WordPress.com  Products +  Features »+  Resources -  Plans & Pricing Log in Get started

WORDPRESS HOSTING FOR GROWING BUSINESSES " A4l "The people are fantastic and
F - always go the extra mile."

Build the future of
the web today

Our managed hosting platform is built to help scaling businesses unlock their next
stage of growth. With world-class performance and innovative technology designed
for WordPress®, we provide the tools to turn your vision into reality.

HEADLESS -

Powering 1,500,000+ sites on WordPress

Hassle-free
WordPress

Everything you need to build and grow any website
—all in one place.

Get started
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WordPress sentiment is remarkably high

Brand sentiment has been steady for 3
years at 80% positive

It dropped to 54% negative last October,
and has returned to 80% positive

Sentiment Summary for @WORDPRESS LEI 10!13[2024—10!26!2024}
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96% Positive

Based on the 59% of messages with positive

or negative sentiment -

e
54% Negative

Based on the 59% of messages with positive

or negative sentiment

Sentiment analysis is a natural language processing (NLP) technigue used to determine the emotional tone behind a body of text. This analysis has
been provided by 8 sproutsocial and covers all keyword, user, and hashtag mentions of WordPress, excluding posts from official brand accounts.



The Bottom Line

e WordPress is the world's most popular CMS

e Large-scale publishers depend on WordPress

o WordPress is supported by a global community of contributors

o Automattic vs WP Engine is about trademarks and
competition, not the platform itself

e WordPress sentiment is remarkably high
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Innovations for Publishers



Traditional CMS

Hybrid vs Headless
websites

_______________




The Block Editor

WordPress Sentiment Defies X Dram... - Post #K

WordPress Sentiment
Defies X Drama,
Remains Strong Across
Platforms

On X last October, WordPress seemed to be in crisis. The high-profile lawsuit
between WP Engine and Automattic, coupled with criticism of Matt
Mullenweq's leadership, sparked heated debates. But outside of the platform
formerly known as Twitter, the data tells a different story: WordPress sentiment
remained overwhelmingly positive.

WordPress sentiment has held steady at around 80% positive—fluctuating
within a 2-point margin—since Nicholas Garofalo, Director of Marketing for
WordPress.org, began tracking it three years ago. While negativity on X hit an
all-time high of 54% last October, sentiment on other social platforms,
including Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram, YouTube, and Tumblr, remained
largely unaffected, holding at 96% positive.

"Even when X is on fire, the majority of the WordPress community elsewhere
often remains positive,” Garofalo told The Repository.
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9 WordPress Sentiment
Defies X Drama, Remains
Strong Across Platforms

While negativity on X hit an all-time
high of 54% last October, WordPress
sentiment on other social platforms,
including Facebook, LinkedIn,...
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Whilst proprietary CMS's will have to forgo
innovation for operational efficiency, WordPress is
truly finding its stride in this new era. lts maturity in
the block editor is starting to show — amassing a
total of 34k code commits to its repository. Just

T h e B I O C k E d ItO r taking a step back here — can you actually imagine
that? A single WordPress feature has more commits
than entire competing projects?



@ Newspack Solutions ~ Resources - Publishers ~ Pricing About ~ Request a Demo

THE PLATFORM FOR NEWS

Newspack gives news organizations the tools to publish great stories, develop a A project of WordPress.com, with support from the

loyal audience, and drive revenue. All at a surprisingly affordable price. Google News Initiative, the Knight Foundation, and
The Lenfest Institute.
Request a demo @ WordPress.com
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Al & WordPress



News Showcase Hosting Extend v

Learn ~ Community ~ About »

jo Get WordPress

Plugin Directory

Submit a plugin My favorites

Al O 1,290 plugins m Community Commercial

Search results for: “Al”

Rank Math SEO — Al SEQ Tools
to Dominate SEO Rankings
RankMath ﬁ * * 'ﬁ' “ﬁ' 17,012)

™ Rank Math SEQ is the best WordPress SEO plugin with the features of many Improve your WordPress SEQ: Write better content and have a fully optimized
A I P I ' I g I n S SEO and Al SEO tools in a single package to help multiply your SEO traffic an ...

Yoast SEO
' 8.6 & & &%

WordPress site using the Yoast SEO plugin.

A% Rank Math

A4 Yoast
tl, 3+ million active installations S\)‘ Tested with 6.7.2 tl, 10+ million active installations \'@} Tested with 6.7.2
Al Engine Jetpack — WP Security, Backup, Speed, & Growth
Wi i W o (675)

Wk ok oA vy (2,20

Kick off your Al journey with a brilliant chatbot, then take advantage of Al-

Improve your WP security with powerful one-click tools like backup, WAF, and
driven content, automation, and multi-model support.

malware scan. Includes free tools like stats, CDN and social sharing.

A% Jordy Meow A% Automattic
1l 90,000+ active installations @J Tested with 6.7.2 (|, 4+ million active installations @ Tested with 6.7.2



Automattic acquired
WPAI

AUTOMATTIC >< @




Newspack Innovations

name: "He took Interstate 5 the whole way." You can use abbreviations, such as "[-5," on se
encountered traffic as she drove down |-5."

Colloquial references to freeway names vary across the country and are OK to use if you ai
easily understand what you mean: "City officials are embarking on an ambitious plan to wic
freeway."

Don't capitalize directional indicators, such as "northbound," "southbound," etc.: "The west
have re-opened.”

by Stephanie Lottridge
Editor, Newspack Directions Off-ramp, on-ramp Street addresses
- —— - IS R O T '-’\ Lara Martin (she/her) 1:02 Pm
’ el et o alkisdnsnstus it bl T T Tx ey @Stylebot what's our style for writing about a car accident?
B I S & = = | S F

Everlit Stylebot

A platform that uses Al to automatically generate An Al-powered style guide that helps journalists by
audio versions of written content, essentially "giving answering writing and editing questions on Slack,
voice to the written word.” Microsoft Teams and Google Chrome



ClassifAl

CLASSIFNIE

Supercharge WordPress Content Workflows
and Engagement with Al

Tap into leading cloud-based services like OpenAl, Microsoft Azure Al, and IBM
Watson to augment your WordPress-powered websites. Publish content faster while
improving SEQ performance and increasing audience engagement. ClassifAl
integrates Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning technologies to lighten your
workload and eliminate tedious tasks, giving you more time to create original content
that matters.

Live Preview | Documentation | Contribute

Intelligence in 2019

How code has transformed the web into an
interconnected information megabrain.
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Al i1sn't replacing journalism
anytime soon

Al isn't good at

e News reporting and fact checking
e Editorial nuance
e Building audience trust

Al Is good at

e Speeding up tedious and repetitive tasks
e Moderating comments
e Improving accessibility




Final Thoughts

WordPress Is In the news

The legal dispute between Automattic and WP
Engine has raised concerns, but at its core,
this is a business and trademark battle, not a
threat to WordPress itself

WordPress Is evolving

Hybrid website models, the Block Editor, and
publisher-focused solutions like Newspack are
making WordPress more flexible and powerful

WordPress remains stable

It Powers 43.4% of the web, with major
publishers like TIME, TechCrunch, and The
New York Times continuing to rely on it at
scale

Al Is here to stay

Al-powered tools can automate tedious tasks,
Improve workflows, and give journalists more
time to focus on reporting.



Rae Morey
Publisher, The Repository

rae@therepository.emalll
therepository.email

Thank you




Resources & References

o WordPress Sentiment Defies X Drama, Remains Strong_Across Platforms, The Repository
e WordPress in 2025, WordPress.org
e Headless Content Management Systems Explained, americaneagle.com

e Newspack and Revenue Develop Program

e Everlit
e Stylebot
e ClassifAl

Image credits: Gianni Vascellari & Chris Clarke, WordCamp Europe 2024
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